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Megafauna Central celebrates two significant events this Saturday 26 June. 

 The launch of Tim's Walkabout, an animation based on a story created by 

the Engawala Art Group. 

 The opening of a display featuring the oldest Australian ‘megafauna’ fossils 

from 450 million years ago. 

Everyone is welcome to register to attend these free 

events to connect with the Engawala artists, co-

producers and Megafauna Central’s Senior Curator of 

Earth Sciences.  

“We want to share our story about the megafauna to 

others because it is in our backyard. It is one of the 

things that makes Alcoota special. We were inspired to 

create this story by the kids at Alcoota School. We 

always wanted to write a book in our language about 

the mega fauna for our kids to read. We feel proud to 

see our artwork animated into a film and can't wait for 

everyone else to watch it,” said artists from the Engawala Art Group. 

Eleven artists from the Engawala Art Group were involved in producing this film: 

Visitors can also hear from the Tim’s Walkabout co-producers Brigida Alberti from 

Batchelor Institute and animator Nelson Armstrong. 

Resident Megafauna Central Senior Curator of Earth Sciences Dr Adam Yates will 

also launch a new display and share his insight into the oldest Australian megafauna 

and specimens that have never been seen by the public before today. 

Following this exciting film debut of Tim’s Walkabout, attendees can be the first to 

see some of the oldest Australian ‘megafauna’ from 450 million 

years ago, and never before displayed ”These fossils found in 

central Australia are from a time when life was still almost entirely 

confined to the seas. They show us what life was like before it 

started to get bigger and eventually evolved into the true Megafauna 

exhibited here at Megafauna Central,” said Dr Yates. 

“Through MAGNT’s brave and passionate team, this launch at 

Megafauna Central demonstrates how we continue to share this 

Museum’s important collections, connecting with local stakeholders 

and our broader community,” said MAGNT Director, Marcus 

Schutenko. 

 

Saturday 26 June 2021 

1pm to 2pm | FREE 



                  
 

Megafauna Central, Todd Street 

 

Registration is essential via Eventbrite. Limited capacity due to COVID restrictions. 

-ends-  

ABOUT MEGAFAUNA CENTRAL 

Located in Todd Mall in the heart of Alice Springs, Megafauna Central was opened in 

2018 to publicly display and promote the fossil discoveries made at the Alcoota 

Scientific Reserve. It includes an exhibition space, discovery centre, retail area, 

research facilities and storage for MAGNT’s palaeontological collection. Megafauna 

Central continues to gather accolades, winning Best Permanent Exhibition Level 4 

(Budget more than 500,000) in the 2019 Museums and Galleries National Awards  

Media enquiries:  

Rebecca Campart – MAGNT Communications Coordinator 

rebecca.campart@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8203 

 

Available for interview: 

Dr Adam Yates, Senior Curator of Earth Sciences 

Sam Arman, Technical Officer, Earth Sciences 
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Image 1: Tim’s Walkabout at Megafauna Central. Photo: Mark Sherwood 

Image 2: Dr Adam Yates holding an Ordovician fossil. 
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