
                  
 

 

 

Exit Art: 2020 People’s Choice Winner announced 
For immediate release                                                                                           26 May 2021 

The Essington School student Marinelle Juan’s work Persona 2020, has been chosen as this year’s 

Exit Art People’s Choice Award Winner. 

The vibrant and iridescent self-portrait conveys the theme of identity and connects 

to her culture through traditional Filipino illustrations. The winning work, which also 

hints at inspiration from artist Gustav Klimt, depicts the opposing yet symbiotic 

relationship between the grounded reality of who the artist is and the transient 

nature of an ever changing identity.               
             

   Marinelle Juan, Persona 2020 

“I feel ecstatic! And pleasantly in disbelief. I also feel humble, proud, honoured and a whole lot of 

other synonyms,” said Marinelle Juan. 

Spanning across almost three decades, Exit Art continues to nurture the contemporary art and design 
practice from Northern Territory Year 12 students. This 29 year legacy gives students an opportunity 
to express their thoughts, feelings and issues that are important to them.  

“I only joined (Exit Art) because I was encouraged by my art teacher to enter. But being in the 

exhibition I learnt that how important it is for young people like me. It gives us a platform to voice 

our thoughts, beliefs and values, enabling us to connect to a wider community. It further showcases 

all the hard work, effort and time we put into our works throughout the year – makes me feel like 

it’s worth it.” said Ms Juan. 

The artist produced another painting entitled Saturday 2020, that was also selected in this year’s Exit 

Art exhibition. It portrays her family relationships and the environment. 

44 talented finalists were selected from across the Territory in the annual Exit Art Student Exhibition. 

51 artworks produced in a variety of mediums were chosen from students in Darwin, Alice Springs, 

Yirrkala and Wadeye. Visitors could cast their vote on their favourite artwork by scanning a QR code 

in the gallery.    

“Congratulations to Marinelle for her winning artwork Persona. This was a standout favourite for the 

Exit Art People’s Choice Award this year. The canvas painting is a testament to the student’s self-

identity and connection to her Filipino heritage. It really gives the viewer the opportunity to explore 

these themes with the artist. MAGNT and the Northern Territory Department of Education are 

delighted to empower Marinelle and the other talented students through this exhibition, especially 

during this interesting time. Some Exit Art artwork depict how COVID has impacted young people 

and this is important to acknowledge.” said MAGNT Director Marcus Schutenko. 

Exit Art is presented by the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory in partnership with 

the Northern Territory Department of Education.  

2020 Student Winners  
Minister’s Choice Award Eden LILLEY, NT Christian College 



                  
 

Art Educators of the Northern Territory Award Muhammad HASSAN, Centralian Senior 
College 

Darwin Visual Arts Award Emily MCGINNESS, Centralian Senior College 

Jackson’s Art Supplies Award Tali STODDART, Casuarina Senior College 

Tactile Arts Award Kenisha WINUNGUJ, Yirrkala School 

View the Exit Art: 2020 student video here. 

Exhibition Dates 

Exit Art is open until 13 June 2021 10am – 4pm daily. Free entry.  

-ends-  

Media enquiries: 

Rebecca Campart – MAGNT Communications Coordinator 

rebecca.campart@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8203 

Available for interview: 

Marcus Schutenko – MAGNT Director.  Winners subject to availability. 

About MAGNT 
Set in a scenic location overlooking Fannie Bay in Darwin, MAGNT is home to internationally 
renowned artistic, cultural and scientific collections and research programs.  
Each year MAGNT presents a dynamic program of exhibitions carefully curated from the 
collection, as well as the best travelling exhibitions from around Australia. It is also the 
home of the annual Telstra National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards - the 
most significant celebration of its kind in Australia. 
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