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44 talented finalists have been selected in the annual Exit Art Student Exhibition from 

across the Northern Territory. 

For 29 years, Exit Art has offered a platform to showcase the best contemporary art and 

design from Northern Territory Year 12 students.  

Exit Art is a celebration of the talents and creativity of the next generation of visual artists, 

presented by the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory in partnership with the 

Northern Territory Department of Education.  

This year, Exit Art will feature 51 artworks selected from 

96 entries received from schools in Wadeye, Nhulunbuy, 

Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs and Yirrkala. The 

exhibition underscores the importance of visual arts 

education and celebrates experimentation in all 

mediums. It highlights the arts educator’s role to nurture 

budding Northern Territory artists to help shape their 

future.  

Image 1: Mary Pupuli, NTSDE, Black girl magic 2020 
Image 2: Emily McGuinness, Centralian Senior College, Hidden in Mparntwe 2020 
 
“We are so proud to continue to channel the feelings and influences on Northern 

Territory Certificate of Education school leavers, especially during this tough year. 

Exit Art is an opportunity for burgeoning Territory talent to express themselves 

through a diverse breadth of mediums in 2D, 3D and film. This year’s themes show 

connection to culture, self-identity and reflections on a year dealing with COVID-

19. We are also very excited to be exhibiting works for the first time from schools 

in Wadeye and Yirrkala,” said MAGNT’s Director Marcus Schutenko. 

Students from these remote communities expressed a range of ideas. This includes 
pop-culture imagery using digital manipulation and an exploration of the 
traditional Yolŋu story telling technique of matjka (string figure design) through 
etchings and cyanotype photography. 
 
“It is a complete honour to share my culture and it is very humbling. I hope people who will 

see my artwork and other students’ work will come away with a different perspective. There 

is a hidden beauty behind my artwork and it’s important to share different stories and 

different places,” said Emily McGuinness from the Centralian Senior College in Alice Springs.  

Minister for Education Lauren Moss said it was fantastic to see such a high number of 

entries from across the Northern Territory for this year’s Exit Art exhibition. 



                  
 

  

“We have so many talented students here in the NT, including our visual arts students. It is 

pleasing to see students engaging with a range of subjects in their senior years and 

unleashing their creativity, including the 100 students who have entered their work into Exit 

Art.  

We’ve seen exceptional numbers of Territory kids completing their NTCET in 2020. These 

record numbers included two Top End students received A+ Merits for Visual Arts.” 

 EXHIBITION DATES 

Exit Art opens to the public on Saturday 13 March 2021 and is free entry.  

-ends-  

Media enquiries: 

Rebecca Campart – MAGNT Communications Coordinator 

rebecca.campart@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8203 

Available for interview: 

Marcus Schutenko – MAGNT Director  

About MAGNT 
Set in a scenic location overlooking Fannie Bay in Darwin, MAGNT is home to internationally 
renowned artistic, cultural and scientific collections and research programs.  

Each year MAGNT presents a dynamic program of exhibitions carefully curated from the 
collection, as well as the best travelling exhibitions from around Australia. It is also the 
home of the annual Telstra National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards - the 
most significant celebration of its kind in Australia. 

Full credit lines: 

Image 1 | Mary Pupuli, Northern Territory School of Distance Education, Black girl magic 

2020, digital print, 29.5 x 42 cm 

Image 2 | Emily McGuinness, Centralian Senior College, Hidden in Mparntwe 2020, fabric 

and synthetic polymer paint on canvas, 122 x 61 cm 
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