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The Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory partly reopens its 

venues on International Museum Day 2020 Monday 18 May. 

 

International Museum Day is a worldwide day of 

significance for museums. It aims to raise awareness 

on the fact that museums are an important means of 

cultural exchange, enrichment of cultures and 

enrichment of cultures. 

 

“Coinciding with International Museum Day, we are 

pleased to embark on a phased reopening process. 

This will mean MAGNT continues to uphold physical 

distancing and hygiene measures to protect our 

community,” said MAGNT Director Marcus Schutenko.   

 

“It has been a very trying period for us all during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. MAGNT’s top priority is the 

safety and wellbeing of visitors, staff, researchers and 

artists. In March, we closed our venues to the public in 

accordance with Australian and Northern Territory Governments' COVID-19 safety 

measures. On 30 April, the Northern Territory Government announced the 

Territory’s Roadmap to our New Normal, a staged easing of restrictions within the 

Territory that includes galleries, museums and libraries. Based on this advice, we 

can now begin reopening to the public. We remain alert and mindful of the COVID-

19 pandemic threat,” said Mr Schutenko. 

 

MAGNT Darwin and Lyons Cottage to reopen 

Museum of Central Australia and Megafauna Central to reopen 



 

Discovery Centres in Darwin and Alice Springs will remain closed to adhere to 

physical distancing and hygiene measures.  

Defence of Darwin Experience and Fannie Bay Gaol Darwin remain closed until 

further notice. 

 

“I commend our teams in Alice Springs and Darwin who have showed real 

resilience, agility and compassion for one another whilst continuing their 

commitment to serving the community during this unprecedented time,” said Mr 

Schutenko.  

 

The Northern Territory’s premier cultural institution maintained audience 

engagement with behind the scenes experiential videos on MAGNT’s Connect 

page.  

 

“We sincerely hope you got to know our team a bit more from home and thank you 

for supporting us during this unprecedented period. I trust our digital content has 

offered deeper insights into how and why our role at MAGNT serves the 

community. I encourage you to continue exploring this page for more content,” 

added Mr Schutenko.  

 

ABOUT MAGNT 

The Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory (MAGNT) is the Northern 

Territory’s premier cultural organisation. MAGNT attracts over 300,000 visitors 

annually to our sites. 

 

Our principal facility since 1981 is on Larrakia Land at Bullocky Point in Darwin, 

home to internationally renowned cultural and scientific collections, ground-

breaking research and exhibition programs. 

 

MAGNT also operates the historic Fannie Bay Gaol in Darwin, the Museum of 

Central Australia incorporating the Strehlow Research Centre, Megafauna Central 

in Alice Springs and the Alcoota Fossil Bed site north east of Alice Springs.  

https://www.magnt.net.au/connect
https://www.magnt.net.au/connect


 

 

The MAGNT portfolio also includes the historic Lyons Cottage on Darwin’s 

Esplanade and the Defence of Darwin Experience at East Point in Darwin. 
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MAGNT Director | Marcus Schutenko 
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Communications Coordinator | Rebecca Campart 
rebecca.campart@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8203 
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Image 1: Artist Therese Ritchie in Therese Ritchie: burning hearts. Runs until 28 June 2020 

Image 2: Visitors to the Between the Moon and the Stars opening (exhibition closed) 

Image 3: Senior Curator of Earth Sciences Dr Adam Yates with visitors at Megafauna Central 


