
New field guide book on Kimberley Freshwater Fishes

The Kimberley is a rugged, remote and rich environment full of freshwater fish 
species. A new colour publication A Field Guide to the Freshwater Fishes of the 
Kimberley is now available detailing the fascinating freshwater fishes of the region 
including newly described species. The compact, fully illustrated book highlights 
the unique species endemic to the Kimberley from the Fitzroy River in the 
south-west to the Ord, Victoria and Fitzmaurice rivers in the east. 

The field guide was developed as part of a national collaboration between the 
Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, University of Melbourne, 
Murdoch University’s Freshwater Fish Group and Fish Health Unit, Museums 
Victoria and Western Australia Museum. It was supported through an Applied Tax-
onomy Grant from the Bush Blitz program, a partnership between the Australian 
Government, BHP Billiton and Earthwatch Australia. Researchers involved in the 
collaboration worked in the remote region of the Kimberley and consulted with 
traditional owners.

A Field Guide to the Freshwater Fishes of the Kimberley showcases nearly 100 
native species from brightly coloured rainbowfishes, to algae grazing grunters, rare 
freshwater elasmobranchs such as the Freshwater Sawfish, and the iconic 
Barramundi. 

Dr Michael Hammer co-author and Curator of Fishes at the Museum and Art 
Gallery of the Northern Territory said “Northern Australia is a hotspot for freshwater 
fishes, that come in all sorts of amazing shapes and sizes. There are many 
species waiting to be discovered. 

The new field guide is underpinned by museum collections and the latest research, 
to better map and describe local species. The information is easily accessible 
with spectacular colour photography of fishes and their habitats, and provides an 
important platform for improved awareness and conservation.”

Thomas Saunders, co-author and specialist in Aboriginal languages said “The 
Kimberley region contains both the highest diversity of freshwater fish and highest 
diversity of Aboriginal languages. This book represents a significant contribution to 
freshwater fish knowledge in Kimberley Aboriginal languages listing fish names in 
nine languages representing all five Kimberley language families.” 

The Field Guide will have wide appeal for anglers, naturalists, tourists, station 
workers and traditional owners, Aboriginal Rangers and natural resource 
managers, and researchers ranging from citizen scientists through to ecologists 
and taxonomists as well as the general public. It contains a foreword from 
renowned author and conservationist Tim Winton who has had a new species, the 
Winton’s Grunter, recognised in his honour. Details regarding freshwater fish 
species numbers, distinguishing features, locations, habitat, biology and 
conservation are contained within the Field Guide, along with information about the 
cultural connections between Aboriginal language, art and traditional ecological 
knowledge. 

A Field Guide to the Freshwater Fish of the Kimberley can be purchased through 

the Store at the Museum or online at magnt.net.au for $20.
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Close up view of the Hyrtl’s Catfish – 
learn more about their poisonous spines 
in the Field Guide

The iconic Barramundi, a well-known 
sport and food fish in the Kimberley 
(photo Nathan Litjens)
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