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The Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory (MAGNT) presents Therese Ritchie: Burning 

Hearts, a survey exhibition of one of Darwin’s  most committed and socially engaged artists.  

This exhibition is the fourth in a series of solo exhibitions spotlighting the practice of significant 

Northern Territory artists.  

“These are important initiatives by which MAGNT supports and promotes contemporary artists and 

they attest to the vibrancy of artistic practice in the Northern Territory today”, said MAGNT Director 

Marcus Schutenko. 

Therese Ritchie is renowned for her provocative prints that make fearless political and social 
commentary. This exhibition situates these prints within her practice more broadly and considers 
the key role photography has played in her development as an artist.  

“We all have our blank spots where we 
don’t want to look at stuff, but if I find that 
I am resisting life, I make art about it to 
help understand and feel it. If you take 
something on board and feel into it, you 
can develop more compassion and 
empathy; tease it out and maybe make a 

picture about it. There’s nothing more satisfying than being able to make a picture about a 
complicated issue.” – Therese Ritchie. 
 
Ritchie’s work can be both jolting and poetic. The artist seeks to uncover the truth amidst what she 
sees as the complexity of race relations and political deficiencies in the Territory over the past three 
decades. The exhibition presents a timely occasion to contemplate the power of a burning heart and 
its quest for insight. 
 

“This exhibition brings together photographs, some of which have never before been shown. 

Ritchie’s well-known works explores the richness and complexity of the artist’s practice,” said 

Exhibition Curator Dr Wendy Garden. 

“I’d like to thank Therese Ritchie for her support and close involvement at every stage of this project. 

Her incredible talent, together with her passion and dedication to present challenging and 

sophisticated work about life in this unique part of Australia, makes the 

Northern Territory a richer place for all”, said Mr Schutenko. 

The exhibition features work from MAGNT’s collection and includes a 

number of important loans from private collectors and institutions 

including the Charles Darwin University Art Collection and Queensland Art 

Gallery. 

“This exhibition provides an opportunity to reflect upon the depth and 

breadth of Ritchie’s practice. Her wide emotional range and dexterity 

resist attempts to corral her practice into a singular style. Rather the 



 
 
prints and photographs in this exhibition are testament to her unflinching quest to expose society’s 

chauvinism”, explains said Dr Garden. 

A stunning scholarly publication will accompany the exhibition and is available for purchase at the 

MAGNT Front Desk and on the MAGNT website. 

Therese Ritchie: Burning Hearts opens with a public launch at 6pm on Friday 29 November and 

runs until 28 June 2020. Free admission.  

Artist Talk with Therese Ritchie on Saturday 30 November, 2pm. FREE.  

Visit MAGNT to learn more. 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are advised that this exhibition contains images of 

people who have passed away.Visitors to this exhibition are advised some images contain partial 

nudity and strong language. Viewer discretion is advised.  -ends-  

Media enquiries: 

Rebecca Campart – MAGNT Communications Coordinator 

rebecca.campart@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8203 

 

Meredith Dellar – MAGNT Development & Communications Manager 

meredith.dellar@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8207 | 0406 660 722 

Available for interview: 

Dr Wendy Garden – Exhibition Curator 

wendy.garden@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 98217 
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Therese Ritchie, We do not have the right to know everything 2003, inkjet print, ed. 3/3, 39 x 109.5 cm, 
MAGNT Collection Purchased 2017, 2017.013.002 © Therese Ritchie 

Therese Ritchie, Therese 2016, (with assistance from David Hancock), pigment print, 53 x 35 cm, Collection of 
Ursula Raymond and Greg F. Smith © Therese Ritchie  
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