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For immediate release 

18 March 2019 

Between the Moon and the Stars – where art meets science - explores how the universe influences 

human cultures and animal life. 

The Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory (MAGNT) enters a galactic realm with the 

Between the Moon and the Stars exhibition marking the 50th anniversary of the first lunar landing 

by NASA’s Apollo 11.   

Get up close to a lunar meteorite and discover the connection between sea-worms and lunar phases 

when you embark on this stellar journey through the exhibition Between the Moon and the Stars. 

Since the beginning of time, the connection with life on Earth and the Solar System has defined our 

existence from ancient cultures to the present day. Travellers and famous navigators such as Captain 

Cook, Magellan and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders looked to celestial navigation to guide 

them across land and sea to pioneer history.  

Between the Moon and the Stars is an intriguing showcase, exploring how the Moon and its phases 

continue to impact on animal and human life. The exhibition includes ancient Aboriginal 

astronomical knowledge, dreaming stories and the history of stargazing in Australia. 

Senior Curator of Annelids, Dr Chris Glasby and Curator of Australian Art, Dr Wendy Garden 

collaborated to deliver this unique exhibition which brings together MAGNT’s diverse art, science 

and history collections. 

The exhibition links animal behaviour and moon phases including a sea-worm species found in Timor 

Leste that synchronises its breeding with the full moon. It also looks at the connection between tidal 

rhythms and marine life as expressed by a number of artists as well as everyday objects like fishing 

nets. 

“We delve into the idea of the Moon and stars being seasonal calendars. When an animal like a 

migrating bird arrives at a particular island, or hammerhead sharks arrive to breed or feed, this often 

coincides with particular time of year, marked by the appearance of particular star constellations. A 

number of Torres Strait Islanders have depicted this in amazingly intricate linoprints” says Dr Glasby. 



 
“Between the Moon and the Stars acknowledges Darwin’s closest neighbour and sister city, Timor 

Leste/Dili. We are delighted to foster the country’s strong Indigenous culture by showcasing some 

key cultural objects related to the moon phases” says MAGNT Director Marcus Schutenko. 

Major paintings, prints, sculpture and photography by leading artists from around Australia will also 

be featured. 

“Many artists find inspiration in the Between the Moon and the Stars and the exhibition includes a 

range of stunning artworks by both Indigenous and non-Indigenous artists” explains Dr Garden. 

MAGNT welcomes Professor Lisa Harvey-Smith, astrophysicist at Sydney’s CSIRO who is the key note 

speaker for the exhibition opening. The opening event at MAGNT Darwin symbolically coincides with 

the full moon on 21 March 2019.  

MAGNT is also delighted that an ensemble from the Darwin Symphony Orchestra (DSO) will be 

entertaining visitors at the opening event with a space themed repertoire ahead of their DSO in 

Space concert. 

BETWEEN THE MOON AND THE STARS OPENING EVENT 

Thursday 21 March 2019, 6.30pm 

Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory (MAGNT) 

Bullocky Point, Darwin 

EXHIBITION DETAILS 

22 March 2019 to 29 March 2020 

Media enquiries: 

Rebecca Campart – Communications Coordinator 

rebecca.campart@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8203 

 

Meredith Dellar – Development & Communications Manager 

meredith.dellar@magnt.net.au | 08 8999 8207 | 0406 660 722 

Available for interview: 

Dr Wendy Garden – Curator of Australian Art 

Dr Chris Glasby – Senior Curator, Annelids 

 

 

Image: Joseph Turner, Moon taken with the Great Melbourne Telescope, 1875. Courtesy Museums Victoria. 
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