
FRANCK GOHIER: A THOUSAND MILES FROM EVERYWHERE

MAGNT celebrates the work of iconic Territory artist Franck Gohier with  
the much anticipated opening of the exhibition Franck Gohier: a thousand 
miles from everywhere.

The third exhibition in a series of solo artist shows celebrating the work of 
Northern Territory artists, Franck Gohier: a thousand miles from everywhere 
places the artist not only in a Darwin context, but a national one. This survey 
exhibition looks at Gohier’s practice spanning three decades. The exhibition 
features work from the artist’s major themes including: the global influence of 
Pop art and capitalism, the bombing of Darwin in World War II, Cyclone Tracy, 
and Darwin the city itself as subject.

Initially fuelled by the anarchic spirit of punk, Gohier began producing art in the 
1980s, intertwining art, social politics and commentary which led the way to the 
establishment of Red Hand Prints.

“This exhibition celebrates and showcases the talents of one of the NT’s most 
popular and loved artists, Franck Gohier. Gohier is a leading contemporary 
artist whose work draws on social and political contexts of Darwin, yet also has 
a discourse relevant nationally.” said MAGNT Director, Marcus Schutenko.

Importantly, Gohier has forged his successful national career from Darwin,  
regularly exhibiting in galleries in the southern states and also represented in 
the collections of other state institutions.

“I feel deeply honoured by MAGNT, their staff and [exhibition curator] Glenn 
Barkley for giving me this exceptional opportunity to reflect on my career as 
an artist. This exhibition has allowed me to reconnect with the past, assess the 
present and pave the path to the future. I can’t wait to see what happens next!” 
said artist, Franck Gohier.

Exhibition curator, Glenn Barkley said “Franck is constantly reinventing himself 
– one day a printer, another day a sculptor, yet another a painter. Working  
episodically yet returning again and again to the subject of the city in which  
he lives and works – a city that has been built and rebuilt.” 

“Gohier’s sensibility is intelligent, joyous and alive. There is an energy and work 
ethic that is hard to contain. It is no surprise that his work as an artist has the 
same qualities that he has as a person. His centrality as an artist in Darwin is 
replicated by the love, goodwill and support that his work receives from fellow 
artists in his home city and across Australia. Although unique and singular, Gohier  
gives us an image of what a truly contemporary Australian artist might look like.”

This exhibition coveys the artist’s practice to his most loyal coterie of friends, 
family, collectors and visitors to MAGNT and provides an insight into the depth 
and diversity of Gohier’s practice.

The exhibition will open with a big party, celebrating both the artist and his 
work, in a refurbished gallery on a night filled with art, entertainment and live 
music on Friday 2 February, 6pm.
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EXHIBITION DETAILS
Saturday 3 February – Sunday 1 July
Curator: Glenn Barkley

EXHIBITION OPENING 
NOT SUITABLE FOR GENERAL EXHIBITION
Friday, 2 February, 6pm–9pm

Join the artist to view the exhibition, hear Tim Ross joined by Kit Warhurst for 
stories from the suburbs that form our unique way of life, listen to tunes from 
David Garnham and the Reasons to Live, or make your own statement on a 
Franck Gohier inspired button badge.

PROGRAMS
ART TALK: A THOUSAND MILES FROM EVERYWHERE
Saturday, 3 February 2pm–3pm

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPEMNT FOR TEACHERS: CONTEMPORARY  
ART PRACTICE 
Friday, 9 February, 3.30–6pm

STUDIO VISIT: FRANCK GOHIER
Saturday, 10 February, 10am–12pm

MAGNT KIDS CLUB: POP OUT POP ART WITH FRANCK GOHIER
Sunday, 25 February, 10am–12pm

For full event details go to magnt.net.au

Museum and Art Gallery Northern Territory
19 Conacher Street, The Gardens, Darwin   
Open daily: 10am – 5pm
magnt.net.au

Available for interviews:

•  Franck Gohier, artist

•  Glenn Barkley, The Curators Department

•  Wendy Garden, MAGNT Curator of Australian Art

For interview, images and all other enquiries please contact:

Matthew van Roden | MAGNT | matthew.vanroden@nt.gov.au | 08 8936 4208 | 0477 181 605 

Rebecca Renshaw | MAGNT | rebecca.renshaw@nt.gov.au | 08 899 98245 | 0407 311 855

Press images:

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3dlb3qzqrfboa2p/AAAkLuy6_uwwl1pzs5s2RYvKa?dl=0
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