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Exit Art is the annual exhibition of 
selected contemporary works that 
demonstrate the achievements 
of senior arts students, as part of 
their Northern Territory Certificate of 
Education and Training in 2015.

The exhibition at the Museum and 
Art Gallery of the Northern Territory 
celebrates the outstanding work of 
students who have demonstrated 
skills in a wide range of mediums 
and subject areas. The work of these 
students provides us with an insight 

into the skills and interests of our 
young people, and represents the 
styles and topics that have captured 
their interest in the past year.

The exceptional quality of the work 
demonstrates the combined effort 
of students in collaboration with 
schools, families and the community, 
to develop the creative and visual 
thinking of each of the 35 students 
who have their work on display.

Congratulations to all students who 
have undertaken studies in the arts 

for their refreshing contribution to our 
understanding of their talent, their 
view of the world and their future 
potential. We wish them all well for 
the future.

WELCOME TO EXIT ART 2015
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MERIT AWARD

Merit Awards are awarded to 
students who received an A+ merit.

This year Merit Award acknowledges 
the work of 

MOLLY BARRON
The Essington School
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AILIE SINCLAIR  
Casuarina Senior College

Modern, Coastal Inspired Interior Design 
Mixed media
89 x 83 cm (overall)

My aim was to design the interior of a one-bedroom, one-bathroom 
apartment located on the bay side of Blairgowrie, Mornington 
Peninsula, Victoria. The apartment was targeted at buyers with  
busy lifestyles.

To emphasise the surrounding coastal area, I used natural tones  
and blues whilst following a minimalist Scandinavian theme. The 
furniture and fixture selection for the apartment helps to keep the  
space low-maintenance and creates a calming atmosphere. 
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ALEISHA LINDSEY  
Centralian Senior College

Distinctively Red 
Digital photographic prints
58 x 58 cm

Distinctively Red is a time lapse of a mystery hooded figure running 
through different universes in a three-stage parallel of the same green 
park view. Unidentifiable and hidden features burst onto the scene 
as the vibrant red flowing cape disappears into the distance. The 
dominant oversaturated colours combined with the vignette effect 
references popup storybooks and childhood memories. 

This illustrative technique shapes our beliefs especially conceptually 
and begins shaping a child’s ‘make believe’ into the reality of who we 
are, including our morals and personalities.

Through removing key sections this allows the eye to move through the 
framed interior space, just like photographer Laura William’s Spatial 
Illusions where interior spaces are expanded through mirrors and 
angles. Distinctively Red both hides and makes the unknown world 
open to the vulnerable viewer to rewind their past and uncover their 
own identity.
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AMY DEVINE HARRISON  
Kormilda College

Painted Memories 
Synthetic polymer paint and impasto on canvas
91 x 76.5 cm

Painted Memories is a tribute to my 
grandparents. Like Australian contemporary 
artist Ben Quilty, I decided to paint on a large 
scale in an expressive manner using thick 
acrylic paint.

This image was deconstructed into lines and 
then painted with a fleshy and raw colour 
palette to give emotion to the painting. 

For this I had to learn to use large brushes 
and work with multiple brushes at one time, 
using one brush for each colour. 
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ANN-LOUISE YAMADA   
Good Shepherd Lutheran College

It’s a Union (Wedding Dress) 
Tissue, silkscreen ink, double-sided tape, duct tape, 
poly fill, expander foam
150 x 50 cm  

I screen-printed my parent’s original marriage certificate on a delicate 
tissue paper in a subtle pink. For the conceptual elements in my actual 
piece I wanted to express that a bride is beautiful and soft, similar to 
the materials used. The white is clean and bright and has a soft texture 
like a wedding dress. My pleats were hand-folded and made of tissue 
paper, which is delicate, strong, and soft, all at the same time, like the 
union of marriage. 
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ANN-LOUISE YAMADA   
Good Shepherd Lutheran College

Unrealistic Expectations (Tutu Dress) 
Papier-mâché newspaper, double-sided tape,  
glue, cardboard 
160 x 150 cm  

A ballerina needs to be balanced and have a strong structure.  
I have cut out letters to spell anorexia and placed them on the bodice 
making a political statement about the link between pressures placed 
on ballerinas and such disorders. I intentionally made the piece not 
wearable as it emphasises the message I am trying to convey.  
Society’s expectations make it difficult for ballerinas to live a normal life 
without societal pressure to be a certain weight or size, often causing 
eating disorders.
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ANNA BOX  
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

Memento Mori 
Pen, watercolour on paper
35 x 110 cm 

My piece was intended to be an exploration of not just the sea as an 
objective entity, but as a subjective symbol of the fear of the unknown. 
While the figures are caught up in their dancing, they do not realise 
what the encroaching ocean has made of them. A reminder that we are 
made of nature and to it we will return. While the message is simple, it 
is overwhelmingly a part of our humanity. 
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BARNEWALL POWER   
Tennant Creek High School

Untitled 
Fused, kiln-formed glass
130 x 260 cm (overall)

Glass is a fascinating material. We come into contact with glass objects 
in our daily lives. Utilitarian objects made of glass can be found in 
kitchens and as decorative items. What would we do without glass 
windows for light and to see what is cooking in an oven? 

I came across a book entitled Warm Glass and started to do some 
basic experiments with fusing and slumping glass in a kiln. This 
progressed to makings moulds and finished objects. I now have a real 
interest and a possible future, of working with glass as an art form.
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CAELEN BAILEY  
Darwin High School

Untitled 
Video, 1 min 24 sec
 

My film expresses the concept of self-identity. As a teenager I struggle 
to find out who I am. My film aims to acknowledge the influences I 
think are important in the quest to discover myself. Tiyan Baker’s video 
Portrait Prize in 2014 influenced my clip thematically in the area of 
personal memories and heritage. 

This video is experimental and uses Chroma Key and pieces of glass to 
capture the important influences on my life and self-identity. 
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CAELEN BAILEY  
Darwin High School

Memory 
Video 2 min 22 sec
 

Memory deals with how past memories and their psychological 
impact affect our life both in the present and the future. I used shots 
of ‘memories’ and ‘water’ in a purgatory realm that takes place 
simultaneously with the subject drowning, symbolising how they are 
crippled by the past. 

Technically I was influenced by director Rich Lee and his use of visual 
effects in Love Somebody (2013) in which he keys out parts of the 
human body.
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CAITLIN HOWELLS  
Casuarina Senior College

Inception 
Synthetic polymer paint, ink, on canvas
71 x 51 cm

When we fear the opinions of others it can 
overtake our thoughts and can impact on our 
physical self.

The small figures on the man’s face represent 
other people’s opinions. As they talk to him 
his body begins to grow pale and lifeless  
and his face starts to age due to these 
negative thoughts.  
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CATHERINE MULVANEY  
Taminmin College

Sum of Her Parts 
Watercolour and pencil on paper
126 x 129.6 cm (overall)

Sum of Her Parts, as the name suggests, is a visual representation 
of the dynamics of a personality. The way it works is that the largest 
piece in the centre of the work is the person we initially meet. The other 
smaller pieces are what we discover around them, as we get to know 
them better. 

This body of work is my way of showing visually what it means to be 
human. This includes how we are all made up of different parts of our 
environment, the people around us and the society in which we live.
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CHRISTINE HAYES  
Centralian Senior College

Bush Princesses 
Digital photographic prints
37 x 110 cm 

Addressing representational stereotypes, my theme is inspired by 
the childhood dream of many little girls, to be treated like a princess. 
Bush Princesses breaks from the past and acknowledges country and 
the European tradition of 18th century portrait painter Jean-Auguste-
Dominique Ingres. Appropriating his princess-style paintings, I retained 
the colour harmonies and inserted central Australian landscapes. To 
reflect where they live, native flowers fitted into the dress and a floral 
crown completed the aesthetic. Waldemar Stemplar’s Train to Nowhere 
collage inspired the masking of a landscape and included the style of 
Rene Magritte’s shifting perspectives. I’m challenging the audience to 
realise there are princesses/divas in us all.  
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CRYSTAL JOHNSTON  
Tennant Creek High School

Mother and Child  
Glazed ceramic 
50 x 50 cm (overall)

Mother and Child presents all that is good 
in my culture from the past. Mothers took 
their babies everywhere and cared for them 
lovingly. Children grew up close to their 
parents and remained attached to them until 
they had families of their own.

Unfortunately, today people are not coping 
too well with the changes in their lives, which 
often result in abuse and social problems. 
Dysfunctional families are not uncommon 
and often grandmothers step in to take on the 
responsibilities of parents.  
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CRYSTAL JOHNSTON  
Tennant Creek High School

Floral Painting  
Synthetic polymer paint on canvas
84 x 59 cm

I decided to do a floral painting because I 
love flowers. Flowers have a language of their 
own. They bring joy to people including me. 
A present of a bunch of flowers can convey a 
lot of meanings to lots of different people. It 
could mean ’I am thinking of you’, ’I love you’, 
‘I am sorry for your loss’, ‘congratulations’  
or ‘welcome’. 
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DANIEL JUNG 
Darwin High School

Headache Crescendo    
Video, 3 min 43 sec

This work was created to express my experience with the troubled and 
misguided youth of Darwin who often commit crimes and abuse drugs 
and alcohol.

I intended to manifest my love of drumming and music influenced  
by the complex visual and musical workings of progressive rock  
band Tool.

I further developed these themes  and used them to show my personal 
loathing for the ‘fame obsession’ behaviour experienced by many 
teenagers in today’s world.  
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DEMI TCHA  
The Essington School

Dipped in Cultures,  
Through the Generations  
Lino print and hand colouring on paper and clay
50 x 90 cm

The message behind my artwork is the idea 
of family generations, national identities 
and mixed cultural backgrounds. I have 
integrated my own cultural background and 
family members into each of the three lino 
prints, which are portraits of me, my mum and 
grandma (‘Popo’ in Chinese). They embrace 
the Timorese, Chinese and Australian culture 
through symbols and patterns. The prints 
incorporate the Chinese paper cut zodiac 
signs and traditional Timorese clothing 
patterns. They portray the different aspects of 
my family’s story and culture from China, East 
Timor and Australia.

The concept behind the luggage tags refers to 
the theme of travel and migration, as the three 
sets of tags appear to be cracked, faded and 
new, to show the passing of time.
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GABBY GERMAN  
O’Loughlin Catholic College

Isolation 
Oil on canvas 
120.5 x 94 cm

My work aims to encourage the viewer to notice the overlooked and 
mundane, such as rocks and pebbles, as well as delicate and brightly 
coloured flowers. It is influenced by the Boyle family, who take the 
ordinary, urban or unnoticed and change the context to make it  
appear beautiful. 

I wanted to focus on nature and encourage the viewer to look at each 
object or isolated texture in a different way, by isolating them, removing 
distractions and then displaying them in a gallery context.
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GRACE DOUGHTY  
O’Loughlin Catholic College

Vixen, Unoriginal Sin and the Harbinger  
of Evil 
Acrylic sheeting, chalk, oil on canvas  
10 x 300 cm (overall)

Humans are complex.

Moods and personalities are not always 
evident on our faces. I wanted to bring the 
hidden aspects to the surface. My influences 
were Chuck Close and Brett Whiteley but I 
was most inspired by Frida Kahlo and her use 
of animals and symbolism. 

The engraved acrylic has been hung over 
the edge of the canvas as if the animals 
are jumping out of the person, creating a 
ghost-like character that depicts the mood or 
personality of each woman in that painting. 
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GRETA STEWART  
The Essington School

Dripping Shadows 
Watercolour on paper
56 x 47 cm

Researching the work of artists enthused 
by and/or illustrating for fairy tales, reveals 
a consistency in embedded morals, 
metaphors and deeper meanings. My painting 
conveys a story of courage and resilience, 
communicated metaphorically. In this painting 
he no longer needs to fight a battle; having 
overcome his worries he is able to enjoy and 
embrace childhood. 

I experimented with watercolours, testing 
various brushes, colours, types and 
techniques to create patterns using a fan 
brush and a splattering effect by flicking a 
brush with my finger. Wet on wet watercolour 
gave the effects I needed and concentrated 
amounts of watercolour to add definition 
avoided any harshness.
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JAMES TORRES  
Centralian Senior College

Urban 
Digital photographic print
50 x 61.5 cm

Urban explores manmade interiors in panoramic visions. 

Sited in an old water tank, this space reveals a secret playground of 
trashed chairs and campfires. These discarded elements explain an 
existence that is occupied by the fringes of society. Raw reality inhabits 
each frame, challenging our future, with an inner world abandoned as 
well as transformations of exterior spaces. 

Influenced by nature, I explored our connectedness to the land. I 
preserved the integrity of nature by reflecting the products that pollute 
our natural spaces. 

By capturing sections and stitching these together, I isolated colours 
to improve contrast and drama, and to focus on the details found 
underfoot, which are often left unnoticed. 
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JAZ CROSBY  
Palmerston Senior College

Inner Youth 
Clay, metal and timber
53 x 28 cm 

The two faces represent one person and symbolise someone’s life. 
I worked with clay because I can see what is changing and how to 
shape something.

This piece represents the idea that life doesn’t end when you get old. 
This is represented by the older and younger face placed back-to-back. 
The younger one is slightly inside the older one as a memory of her 
younger self. I chose to create a young face in its teens because that 
is usually when we feel their life really begins. It is a time when you can 
go out into the world alone for the first time and experience things for 
yourself. 
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JESSICA OSBORNE  
The Essington School

Finding the Beauty Within 
Synthetic polymer paint on Canvas

I was inspired to create a realistic painting 
in the shape of a circle after studying 
some historical artists who used the tondo 
(circular painting) technique, including 
Sandro Botticelli, Giulio Francia and Giuliano 
Bugiardini. Although I enjoyed elements of 
this technique, I was looking for something 
modern and photorealistic. This led to 
researching the works of photographers 
who used macro photography, particularly 
the illusion and distortion created by looking 
through water. 

Using synthetic polymer paint, I recreated 
some of my favourite still life images within 
water droplets. This technique captures the 
way light reflects off the water droplet and 
includes 3D distortions. The composition 
represents individual water droplets falling 
from the sky, reflecting different aspects of 
beauty in nature.
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JESSIE CURBY  
Northern Territory Open Education Centre

Box Jellyfish 
Laser cut acrylic sheeting  
30 x 42 cm

I was inspired by the marine life glass artworks of Steffen Dam and 
Rudolf and Leopold Blaschka. 

Box jellyfish are one of the world’s most venomous creatures. A fully 
grown adult can reach a diameter of up to 30 cm and have tentacles 
3 metres long. Contact with the tentacles can cause cardio collapse 
within 2-5 minutes. Most people aren’t aware that box jellyfish actively 
hunt their prey and can reach speeds of up to 1.5 metres per second. 
The presence of these dangerous creatures affects all those that live 
near the ocean in the northern parts of Australia, especially during the 
hottest part of the year.

I wanted to convey the problematic nature of jellyfish and so chose  
to represent my idea by creating a laser cut relief using transparent 
acrylic sheeting.
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JORDYN NOLAN   
Darwin High School

Character Designs
Digital illustration on paper
59.4 x 126 cm

The design brief asked for the creation of character designs for the 
protagonist, Bahlam’s, human/jaguar form, and her sidekick, Quet, 
which would be used in the upcoming animated feature film Tikal.

I drew influence from depictions of the ancient Mayan people’s lifestyle 
and dress seen in paintings and sculptures found in the ruins of their 
cities. By using a digital medium I was able to ensure clean lines and 
consistent colours to fulfil the criteria of my design brief.
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JOSH LEWIS   
St Philip’s College

untld 
Digital photographic print
31.5 x 48.5 cm

Inspired by the work of Bill Henson and the technical skill of capturing 
effective bokeh, the work attempts to capture more than just an image 
but an atmosphere - it is something that you feel, not just look at.
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JULIA KNOPP 
Marrara Christian College

The Big Picture
Collage of paper on wooden board
100 x 100 cm  

Everyone at some point gets absorbed by 
particular pursuits with much time and energy 
spent on realising them. People sometimes 
forget to take a break, re-evaluate their 
position and think about what truly governs 
them internally and externally. 

The figure in the image is escaping reality into 
a beautiful romanticised landscape. I wanted 
the viewer to think about their own lives and 
realities and was inspired by the way Ineke 
Berlyn creates beautiful luscious landscapes 
out of textured fabrics. 

I used torn paper for texture and depth and to 
emulate some elements of Berlyn’s romantic 
style to create a similar beckoning landscape.
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KAITLIN DRENNAN  
Casuarina Senior College

Herbonial
Lino print on paper
68 x 51 cm 

My lino print Herbonial was influenced by the 
idea that ‘beauty comes from within’. Instead 
of doing a piece on self image, I wanted to 
travel deeper into the body and to look into 
herbalism. By incorporating the herbs with 
their associated organ I wanted to show the 
beauty of the human body shown through 
a range of different flowers and different 
colours. The ribcage acts as a home, a safe 
haven for the herbs as well as the boundary 
for all beauty contained within the body.
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KIANA THON  
Northern Territory Open Education Centre

Botanics
Photographic prints
70 x 74 cm

I live in the tropics and am fascinated by the abundance and diversity 
of plant forms. I was inspired by the work of Karl Blossfeldt who took 
extreme close-up photos of plant life showing their detailed structures. 
I, however, wanted to show the colour and fecundity of plant life and the 
high humidity found in the tropics. 

My photographs were taken after the rains when the smells and 
freshness of new life dominates the senses. 
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KRYSTAL RANGITUTIA
Centralian Senior College

Animal Girls
Digital illustration on paper
40 x 101.2 cm

Animal Girls triptych reflects the teenage instinct for survival in today’s 
modern world. It reveals the effect girls can have on their peers, and 
how they survive.

Combining animal and human fantasy roles, we can imagine ourselves 
taking on these desirable characteristics.

This triptych raises awareness of the challenges that are faced by some 
teenage girls.

From left to right: 
Golden Lioness with her golden hair, cat’s nose, ears and sharp claws 
is styled on Victorian gothic punk rock and Nick Gentry’s mixed media.

Cushion Lynx with her seductive pose and coy expression is styled as 
an American sophomore with wedges, leggings, short skirt, crop top, 
and bomber jacket.

Moon Feline basks under a full moon, relaxing in a windswept 
landscape, inspired by Kyousougiga.  
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KYLE TAYLOR   
Darwin High School

Storm Surf, Just Jump, Burnout,  
The Long Walk
Digital photographic prints
84 x 117 cm

The most important influence in the development of this practical 
work is Wolfgang Leinbacher, an Austrian photographer who explores 
skydiving, base jumping, portraiture and street photography. His 
imagery is very diverse but has a distinct style and colour.

I am constantly on the move and hope that never changes. This gave 
me the idea of trying to link all the activities I do to summarise my life.
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LACHLAN KELK
Casuarina Senior College

Kleptomaniac
Digital photographic prints
62 x 88 cm

I photographed my personal sacred sites from around Darwin.

These four images were taken at the Robertson Barracks quarries. This 
particular site is a melancholy time capsule. It tells the story of 22 stolen 
cars and the frenzied nights they fell to rest as they are now.

Shot from 15 metres above the waterline and 55 degrees relative to the 
basin, I achieved a forced perspective making it appear that the photos 
were taken underwater.
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MANUEL SOARES LEMOS
Kormilda College

Medusa Table
Timber and glass
92 x 85 cm

This table is made from the root and stump 
of a tree. It has been sanded and kept in a 
raw state to retain its natural colour. I have 
aimed to make this table minimal in design in 
keeping with the form versus function mantra 
of design. I opted for a glass top so the key 
features of the natural wood and root structure 
would remain visible.
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MELANIE GUNNER
St Philip’s College

Naked Torment
Oil on Canvas
81 x 81 cm

My final piece is an oil painting depicting a traumatised soldier in the 
trenches while at war.

Rather than using facial expressions, I decided to convey the  
soldier’s emotions through the use of dark colours, body position  
and heavy texture.

The bareness of the soldier’s body is a metaphor that signifies the 
effects of war. When he returns he will be stripped of his personality, 
beliefs and mental health, suggesting that who he was previously has 
died while at war.
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MOLLY BARRON
The Essington School

Self Portrait
Synthetic polymer paint on canvas
75 x100 cm

I began with a monochromatic portrait after researching the powerful 
black and white portraits of Chuck Close. Through researching Shawn 
Barber, I decided to also incorporate coloured tattoos into a portrait.

My aim was to manipulate more than the face to convey the 
characteristics of the subject; in this instance the tattoos. A self-portrait 
enabled more freedom with my approach, with no limitations to the 
composition or relevance of the tattoos. Including tattoos within an 
artwork acknowledges them as a legitimate art form.  

I used photorealistic painting as it’s my preferred style, and included 
details on the face and hair to emphasise the strong colour used on the 
arms. This added an element of sophistication to the artwork, which is 
essential to engage the full attention of an audience. 
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NATHANIEL KELLY 
Darwin High School

Close Encounters
Digital photographic prints
180 x 59.4 cm (overall)

I began this folio inspired by my future. I was 
embarking on the last term of my school life, 
and I had some big decisions ahead of me. 
I wanted to see how I could show the idea of 
ambition and dreams for the future through 
my photography.

Gregory Crewdson’s Brief Encounters inspired 
me to think about using light as the subject, 
rather than to light a subject. From just  
looking at some of his photos with their big 
beams of light, I felt a sense of being uplifted, 
as the subjects looked up into the sky and  
the beams of light, admiring the paths ahead 
of them.
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RUBY MARSHALL 
St Philip’s College

Fruit of the Mind
Digital photographic prints
48.5 x 31.5 cm

Photography is such a powerful medium in 
which to convey ideas and thoughts to the 
world especially now with social media. I 
personally love digital manipulation as it is so 
limitless in what can be created and how the 
meanings can be conveyed. 

This image explores the connections between 
people and nature and how those influences 
shape who we become.
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SKYE MANLEY
Darwin High School

Forrest God
Synthetic polymer paint on wooden panel
200 x 100 cm 

The painting of a ‘Forest God’ is influenced 
by the combination of the dynamic and static 
composition found in Leonardo da Vinci’s 
Vitruvian Man. The deer’s antlers are spread 
symmetrically around its face and head. They 
have been exaggerated in size to give the 
animal an ethereal god-like appearance.
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TAYLA PALMER 
Kormilda College

Inflorescence
Textile design, printing and upholstery 
82 x 135 x 114 cm (overall)

Inflorescence is a contemporary restoration 
using hand-printed fabric using different 
designs of the same colour palette.

The printing was undertaken without any 
repeat patterns using blue and green to 
reflect the colours of the environment. Being 
considerate of waste, the geometrical fabric 
seen on the ottoman was printed using the 
remaining paint. This enabled the two fabric 
designs to work as a range of the same  
colour palette. 

The furniture was stripped and re-stained 
before being re-upholstered. 
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